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IN THE CLAIMS 

1. (currently amended) An information transmission/reception 
method, comprising : 

storing predetermined information in a transmission 
system and in a reception system, each piece of the 
predetermined information being associated with a 
transmission count of a calling signals- 
selecting one piece of the information stored in the 
transmission system; 

detecting the transmission count of a calling signal 
associated with the selected piece of information; 

transmitting the calling signal to the reception system 
only a number of times that is equal to the detected 
transmission count; 

counting the number of times the calling signal is 
received at the reception system to determine the 
transmission count of the received calling signals; and 

retrieving from the predetermined information stored in 
the reception system a piece of information associated with 
the transmission count of the received calling signals; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance in communication with the reception system, and 
wherein, for each such appliance, the appliance operation 
data is indicative of the appliance's type and at least one 
operation of the appliance; 

the reception system identifies one of the household 
appliances and one operation of the identified appliance 
based on the retrieved piece of information and operates the 
id entifi ed ap pli ance according to the iden tifi ed op eration; 

the reception system detects whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
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in^i c^ tion to the tjransmi ss i on system of whe the r or n ot the 
operated appliance has functioned properly; 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a f irst _ number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
functioned properly; and 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
a pp 1 i a n c e h as not func tioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a second number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
not functioned properly . 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (canceled) 

5. (currently amended) The information 
transmission/reception method according to claim 14-, wherein 
the feedback information is a predetermined number of 
calling signals, one predetermined number of calling signals 
indicating that the household appliance has operated 
properly and another predetermined number of calling signals 
indicating that the household appliance has not operated 
properly . 

6. (previously presented) The information 
transmission/reception method according to claim 1, wherein 
the step of counting comprises counting for n distinct 
instances, n being a positive integer, such that n 
transmission counts are generated, and wherein the step of 
retrieving comprises retrieving a piece of information 
associated with the n transmission counts the predetermined 
information is arranged in a data structure having n 
dimensions . 



3 



Application No.: 10/632,783 



Docket No.: SCEI 3.0-133 CI 



7. (currently amended) An information transmission method, 
comprising : 

storing predetermined information in a transmission 
system, each piece of the predetermined information being 
associated with a transmission count of a calling signals- 
selecting one piece of the information stored in the 
transmission system; 

detecting the transmission count of a calling signal 
associated with the selected piece of information; and 

transmitting the calling signal from the transmitting 
system to a reception system only a number of times that is 
equal to the detected transmission count; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance at a remote location, and wherein, for each such 
appliance, the appliance operation data is indicative of the 
appliance's type and at least one operation of the 
appliance; 

the reception system identifies one of the household 
appliances and one operation of the identified appliance 
based on the number of calling signals received at the 

reception system and operates the identified a pp liance 

according to the identified operation; 

the reception system detects whether ' or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
indication to the transmissi on s y s tem of whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly; 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has functioned properly, the reception system 

transmi ts to the transmission syst_em a .fi^f^t QiJunber of 

calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
functioned properly; and 
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when the recep tion sys t em dete cts that the op e r at ed 
appliance has not functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a second number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
not f unc t i oned proper 1 y . 
8 . ( canceled) 

9. (previously presented) The information transmission 
method according to claim 7, wherein each piece of the 
predetermined information is associated with n distinct 
transmission counts, n being a positive integer, wherein the 
step of detecting comprises detecting the n transmission 
counts of a calling signal associated with the selected 
piece of information, and wherein the step of transmitting 
comprises transmitting the calling signal from the 
transmitting system for n distinct instances, for each 
instance the calling signal being transmitted only a number 
of times that is equal to the respective transmission count 
the predetermined information is arranged in a data 
structure having n dimensions. 

10. (currently amended) An information reception method, 
comprising: 

storing predetermined information in a reception 
system, each piece of the predetermined information being 
associated with a transmission count of a calling signal; 

counting a number of times a calling signal is 

transmitted from a transmission system__ to_ -r-eeei-vedr—a-t- — the 

reception system to determine [ [d] ] the transmission count of 
the received calling signals; and 

retrieving from the predetermined information stored in 
the reception system a piece of information associated with 
the transmission count of the received calling signals; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
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appliance in communication with the reception system, and 
wherein, for each such appliance, the appliance operation 
data is indicative of the appliance *s type and at least one 
operation of the appliance^^ 

the re c e p t i o n s y s t em 5 A..? A.?.?.......9.??.?.....„? ^ the househo ld 

appliances and one operation of the identified appliance 
based on the retrieved piece of information and operates the 
identified appliance according to the identified operation; 

the reception system detects whet he r or not the 

operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
indication to the transmission system of whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly; 

when the reception system detects that the operated 

appliance _ has__ funct^ioned properly, the _ ^^.c^Ptipn _system 

transmits to the transmission system a first number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
functioned properly; and 

\^?^?L „ 3recepti qn_ system __de t e c ts^_ _t hat the op e^a t e_d 

appliance has not functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a second number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
not functioned Properly. 

11. ( canceled) 

12. (previously presented) The information reception method 
according to claim 10, wherein the step of counting 
comprises counting for n distinct instances, n being a 
positive integer, such that n transmission counts are 
generated, and wherein the step of retrieving comprises 
retrieving a piece of information associated with the n 
transmission counts the reception system operates the 
household appliance according to the retrieved piece of 
appliance operation data. 
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13. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage 

medium having stored thereon a program executable by a 
computer for performing an information transmission method 
comprising the steps of an information transmission program, 
the information transmission program comprising: 

accessing predetermined information stored in a memory, 
each piece of the predetermined information being associated 
with a transmission count of a calling signals- 
selecting one piece of the information from the memory; 
detecting the transmission count of a calling signal 
associated with the selected piece of information; and 

transmitting the calling signal from a transmission 
system to a reception system only a number of times that is 
equal to the detected transmission count; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance at a remote location, and wherein, for each such 
appliance, the appliance operation data is indicative of the 
appliance's type and at least one operation of the 
appliance^, 

the reception system identifies one of the household 
appliances and one operation of the identified appliance 
based on the number of calling signals received at the 
reception system and operates the identified appliance 
according to the identified operation; 

the r e c ept i qn_ s y stem detects ?. t h e r or not the 

operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
indication to the transmission system of whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly; 

]'^^i}i.^.5„„.„t^? J^ecepti on system detects that Jthe operated 

appliance has functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a first number of 
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calling signa ls i ndicating that the operated appliance has 
functioned properly; and 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has not functioned properly^ the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a second number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
not functioned properly . 

14. (currently amended) A computer-readable storage 

medium having stored thereon a program executable by a 
computer for performing an information reception method 
comprising the steps of an information reception program, 
the information reception program comprising: 

counting a number of times a calling signal is 

transmitted from a transmission ^ystera^_ _to__ a _ rece p tion 

s y s t em reeei-ved to determine a transmission count of the 
received calling signals; 

accessing predetermined information stored in a memory, 
each piece of the predetermined information being associated 
with a transmission count of a calling signal; and 

retrieving from the predetermined information stored in 
the memory a piece of information associated with the 
transmission count of the received calling signals; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance in communication with the reception systema 
-r^e^-eive-r, and wherein, for each such appliance, the 
appliance operation data is indicative of the appliance's 
type and at least one operation of the appliance^ 

the reception system identifies one of the household 

^PP.-?: i.^nces and _ one operati on o f t he__ identif ie d appliance 

based on the retrieved piece of information and operates the 
identified appliance according to the identified operation; 
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the ^®_?§P ti o?! _ sy s tem__ det e ct^ whether qr_ _ n ot the 

operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
indication to the transmission system of whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly; 

when the reception system_ detects that the operated 
appliance has functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a first number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 

functioned pr op§S^yj.,...3J}S^. 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has not functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a second number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 

functioned properly . 
15. (currently amended) A transmitter, comprising: 

a memory for storing predetermined information, each 
piece of the predetermined information being associated with 
a transmission count of a calling signal; 

selecting means for selecting one piece of the 
information stored in said memory; 

detecting means for detecting the transmission count of 
a calling signal associated with the selected piece of 
information; and 

control means for controlling transmission of the 
calling signal to a reception system only a number of times 
that is equal to the detected transmission count; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance at a remote location, and wherein, for each such 
appliance, the appliance operation data is indicative of the 
appliance's type and at least one operation of the 
appliance_^ 
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the_ reception system identifies one of the _Jl<^usehold 
appliances and one operation of the identified appliance 



based on 


the number of calling signals received at the 


reception 


system and operates the identified appliance 


according 


to the identified operation; 


the 


reception system detects whether or not the 


operated 


appliance has functioned properly and provides an 


indication to the transmitter of whether or not the operated 


appliance 


has functioned properly; 


when 


the reception system detects that the operated 


appliance 


has functioned properly, the reception system 


transmits 


to the transmitter a first number of calling 


signals 


indicating that the operated appliance has 


functioned properly; and 


when 


the reception system detects that the operated 


appliance 


has not functioned properly, the reception system 


transmits 


to the transmitter a second number of calling 


signals 


Indicating that the operated appliance has not 



functioned properly . 

16. (currently amended) A receiver, comprising: 

a memory for storing predetermined information, each 
piece of the predetermined information being associated with 
a transmission count of a calling signal; 

counting means for counting a number of times a calling 
signal is transmitted from a transmission system to the 
receive r — -r-e^rei-v-ed to determine the transmission count of the 
received calling signals; and 

means for retrieving from said memory a piece of 
information associated with the transmission count of the 
received calling signals; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance in communication with the receiver, and wherein, 
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for each such appliance, the appliance operation data is 
indicative of the appliance's type and at least one 
operation of the appliance_^ 

the receiver identifies one of the household appliances 

and one operatio n of the i dent ified appliance based on the 

retrieved piece of information and operates the identified 
appliance according to the identified operation; 

the receiver detects whether or not the operated 
appliance has functioned properly and provides an indication 
to the transmission system of whether or' not the operated 
appliance has functioned properly; 

when the receiver detects that the operated appliance 
has functioned properly, the receiver transmits to the 

tra nsmis sion s ystem a first number of _calling_ signals 

indicating that the operated appliance has functioned 
properly; and 

when the receiver detects that the operated appliance 
has not functioned properly , t he receiver transmits to t he 

transmission system a second number of calling signals 
indicating that the operated appliance has not functioned 
properly . 

17 . ( canceled) 

18. (previously presented) The receiver according to claim 
16, further comprising communication means in communication 
with said receiver, said communication means including 
appliance operation instructing means for operating the 
household appliance according to the retrieved appliance 
operation data. 

19. (previously presented) The receiver according to claim 
16, wherein counting comprises counting for n distinct 
instances, n being a positive integer, such that n 
transmission counts are generated, and wherein retrieving 
comprises retrieving a piece of information associated with 
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the n transmission counts the predetermined information is 

arranged in a data structure having n dimensions. 

20. (currently amended) A transmitter-receiver, 

comprising: 

a memory for storing predetermined information, each 
piece of the predetermined information being associated with 
a transmission count of a calling signal; 

selecting means for selecting one piece of the 
predetermined information from said memory; 

detecting means for detecting the transmission count of 
a calling signal associated with the selected piece of 
information; 

control means for controlling transmission of. the 

calling signal f ro m a transmission systern_ to_ a receg_tion 

system only a number of times that is equal to the detected 
transmission count; 

counting means for counting a number of times the 
calling signal is received to determine the transmission 
count of the received calling signals; and 

means for retrieving from said memory a piece of 
information associated with the transmission count of the 
received calling signals; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance in communication with the reception systema : 
-reeei-v-e-r, and wherein, for each such appliance, the 
appliance operation data is indicative of the appliance's 
type and at least one operation of the appliance_^ 

the reception system identifies one of the household 

a ppliance s and one o per ation o^f th e identified appliance 

based on the retrieved piece of information and operates the 
identified appliance according to the identified operation; 
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the reception system detects whether _ or _not Jthe 

operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
indication to the transmission system of whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly; 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a first number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
functioned P^^op^^ly nd 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has not functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a second number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
not functioned p roper 1 y . 

21. (original) The transmitter-receiver according to 
claim 20, further comprising: 

display means for displaying the retrieved piece of 
information. 

22. (currently amended) An information 
transmission/ reception system, comprising: 

a memory for storing predetermined information, each 
piece of the predetermined information being associated with 
a transmission count of a calling signal; 

a transmitter having selecting means for selecting one 
piece of the predetermined information from said memory, 
detecting means for detecting the transmission count of a 
calling signal associated with the selected piece of 
information, and control means for controlling transmission 
of the calling signal only a number of times that is equal 
to the detected transmission count; 

a receiver having counting means for counting a number 
of times the calling signal is received to determine the 
transmission count of the received calling signals, and 
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means for retrieving from said memory a piece of information 
associated with the transmission count of the received 
calling signals; and 

an exchange station for transmitting to said receiver 
only the number of times that is equal to the transmission 
count of the calling signal in response to an instruction 
from said control means of said transmitter; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance in communication with the receiver, and wherein, 
for each such appliance, the appliance operation data is 
indicative of the appliance's type and at least one 
operation of the appliance^ 

the receiver identifies o ne of the hous ehold appl i anc e s 
and one operation of the identified appliance based on the 
retrieved piece of information and operates the identified 
appliance according to the identified operation; 

the £.?„5„?.i„Y.?„?. de t e_c t s whethe r or _ not the operated 

appliance has functioned properly and provides an indication 
to the transmitter of whether or not the operated appliance 
has functioned properly; 

.\^.^..?.5......t?l?„..X?.^^^^^ detects that the operated appliance 

has functioned properly, the receiver transmits to the 
transmitter a first number of calling signals indicating 
that the operated appliance has functioned properly; and 

when the recei ver dete cts that the ^P er a t ed appliance 
has not functioned properly, the receiver transmits to the 
transmitter a second number of calling signals indicating 
that the operated appliance has not functioned properly . 

23. (canceled) 

24. (previously presented) The information 
transmission/reception system according to claim 22, wherein 
said receiver has appliance operation instructing means for 
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operating the household appliance according to the retrieved 
appliance operation data. 

25. (currently amended) An information transmission system, 
comprising: 

a processor operable to execute instructions; and 
instructions, the instructions including 

accessing predetermined information stored in a memory, 
each piece of the predetermined information being associated 
with a transmission count of a calling signal; 

selecting one piece of the information from the memory; 

detecting the transmission count of a calling signal 
associated with the selected piece of information; and 

transmitting the calling signal to a. reception system 
only a number of times that is equal to the detected 
transmission count; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance at a remote location, and wherein, for each such 
appliance, the appliance operation data is indicative of the 
appliance's type and at least one operation of the 
appliance^, 

the reception system identifies one of the household 
appliances and one operation of the identified appliance 
based on the number of calling signals received at the 
reception system and operates the identified appliance 
^^£9^ ding to t he identified oper a t i. on; 

the reception system detects whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
indication to the transmission system of whether or not the 
QJ^^t ed a ppl i a nee _h a s _ f un c ti one d_p ro perly; 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a first number of 
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calling signals indicating t hat the operated a ppliance has 
functioned properly; and 

when the reception system detects that the operated 

appliance has not functioned properly^ the reception system 
transmits to the transmissi on sy stem a second numb e r of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
not functioned properly , 

26. (currently amended) An information reception system, 

comprising : 

a processor operable to execute instructions; and 
instructions, the instructions including 

counting a number of times a calling signal is 
transmitted from a transmission system to the reception 
s y s t emr^eee-i-v^d to determine a transmission count of the 
received calling signals; 

accessing predetermined information stored in a memory, 
each piece of the predetermined information being associated 
with a transmission count of a calling signal; and 

retrieving from the predetermined information stored in 
the memory a piece of information associated with the 
transmission count of the received calling signals; 

wherein the predetermined information is appliance 
operation data for operating at least one household 
appliance in communication with the reception system ---a 
rQccivcr , and wherein, for each such . appliance, the 
appliance operation data is indicative of the appliance *s 
type and at least one operation of the appliance2_ 

the reception system identifies one of the household 
appliances and one operation of the identified appliance 
base d on the retrieved piece of in formation an d operates the 
identified appliance according to the identified operation; 

the reception system detects whether or not the 
operated appliance has functioned properly and provides an 
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i ndication to th e tran s mis si on s ys tem o f whether or n ot the 
operated appliance has functioned properly; 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
appliance has functioned properly, the reception system 

transmits to the transmission system a first number of 

calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
functioned properly; and 

when the reception system detects that the operated 
.^PPii?:D.?? h-§-?-„„I':?„'t functioned properly, the reception system 
transmits to the transmission system a second number of 
calling signals indicating that the operated appliance has 
not functioned properly . 

27. (canceled) 

28. (canceled) 
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